
 
 
 

March 22, 2007 
 

D.C. Voting Rights: Myth vs. Fact 
Get Beyond the FICTION. Do the Right Thing. 

 
 

  Dear Colleague,  
   

Leading up to the vote on H.R 1433, the D.C. House Voting Rights Bill, I want to ask you to 
carefully consider the facts surrounding D.C., Congress and how they relate to each other.  I hope you’ll 
find, as I have, that Congress has the power and the responsibility to right this historic wrong. 
 
 
 
     Tom Davis 

 
 
 

Myth: 
HR 1433 is unconstitutional because the Framers did not intend the 

residents of Federal City, now known as the District of Columbia, to have a full 
voting representative in the House of Representatives. 
 
Fact: 

Exactly the opposite is true. HR 1433 is constitutional because the intent 
of the Framers is clear that Congress should have the authority to determine 
voting representation in the House for what is now the District of Columbia.  

 
The Framers of the Constitution also served in Congress and the ratifying 

conventions in their own states. As Members of Congress, they voted on 2 
different occasions on the issue of local residents having voting representatives 
in Congress. If the Framers felt comfortable voting for and against voting 
rights, isn’t it clear that the matter can be handled by statutory means?  

 
 

 
 
 
 


